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Resident game night, circa 1940
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Residents with cat, circa 1975 
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Letter to Supt. Isabelle Reeves, 1900
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Letter to Supt. Isabelle Reeves, 
recommending resident, 1900
CMSS was founded by Alice Hartwell 
in 1898. Alice’s purpose in founding 
the organization was to provide a 
place for "elderly women" in her 
congregation to live. This letter, from 
1900, is from her church’s reverend 
at the time, informing CMSS’ 
Superintendent that a woman from 
the church was seeking a home. At 
this time in history it was common 
for houses of worship to establish 
ways to care for their elders.

Letter from Donor to Supt. Isabelle 
Reeves, 1913

This letter from our archives (stapled 
with a nail) was written by Mrs. R.H. 

Stroede to CMSS Supt. Reeves. At the 
time, Mrs. Stroede had a system of 

donating canned fruit to CMSS. Once 
the fruit was eaten, Supt. Reeves would 
send back the empty cans to be refilled. 

Other letters from the time reveal 
donors providing dozens of eggs, gifts 

for the holidays, and also cash.
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Residents knitting, circa 1950
A group of residents are seen here 

knitting and enjoying the sunshine. 
Throughout our history, CMSS has 

offered a variety of engaging activities 
for residents. Today we offer music and 
art therapy programs that are designed 

to benefit residents living with dementia.

CMSS nurses at lunch, circa 1960
These nurses are wearing white caps in 
various styles which was common for 
uniforms of the times. Before the 1970s, 
nurses wore white caps which signified 
the nursing school they attended or their 
level of educational achievement.

Resident game night, circa 1940
This photo of residents playing checkers 
and other board games was likely taken 
in the 1940s. The residents are seated in 
what was then called Kent Hall on Foster 
Avenue. The redevelopment that resulted 
in today’s current construction on Foster 
was done in 1974 to create additional 
space for residents and community.
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Residents boarding the CMSS van, 1965
Though the make and model has 
changed, our CMSS van remains an 
essential part of our services. We 
provide residents with transportation 
to appointments, and also use it to take 
residents on small field trips to scenic 
areas of Chicago. 

Chair exercise class, circa 1970
In this photo, a resident performs a 

seated exercise with two young women. 
Chair exercises, like chair yoga, include 

modified movements that improve 
strength and range of motion. Today 

we still use chair yoga in several CMSS 
locations.

Eye doctors at CMSS, circa 1970
In the late 1960s, CMSS established 
programs for providing healthcare to 
the local community. The “Community 
of Services” as we called it, offered 
clinical ophthalmology, podiatry, dental, 
and hearing services to individuals 
in the neighborhood. This temporary 
expansion of services was meant to 
address a need in the area.
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Volunteers landscaping on Foster 
Avenue, 1972
As a non-profit organization, CMSS has 
always depended on dedicated and 
generous volunteers to make our work 
possible. These eight men undertook 
landscaping tasks on Foster Avenue, on 
the north face of Wesley Place. The new 
hall featured a medical center and skilled 
nursing wing, as well as additional space 
for residents.

Dining staff at work, circa 1975
The CMSS team would not be complete 

without our dining staff who ensure 
residents receive healthy and fresh daily 

meals. Today our dining staff takes into 
consideration the various dietary needs 

of each resident in our care.

Residents with cat, circa 1975
This photo shows CMSS residents 
petting a feline visitor. Animal visits 
can be relaxing and joyful events 
for residents and family members, 
especially animal-lovers. Today we 
often have therapy dogs visit our 
communities.
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Construction of Affordable Senior 
Housing, 1989      
In 1990, CMSS opened the doors of the 
Winwood Apartments, establishing our 
first Affordable Senior Housing building 
in Andersonville, Chicago. Creating 
affordable housing for older adults was 
a high priority for CMSS as we expanded 
our continuum of care in the nineties.

A holiday party at West Suburban, 
February 2020

West Suburban Senior Services has 
provided resources and programming 

for older adults for more than 50 years. 
In 2019, West Suburban became a part of 

CMSS’ continuum of care.

Care partner at work, 2021
CMSS has offered home care services 
since the late nineties. Today our 
SASI (Serving Adults. Supporting 
Independence.) Home Care program 
provides personalized care to older 
adults in their homes, in assisted living 
communities, and even in nursing 
homes when needed. As more older 
adults choose to age-in-place, programs 
like SASI offer the essential support that 
makes it possible.
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Thank you for joining us for our
2023 Fall Benefit 

and 125th Anniversary kickoff!

 To make a gift online, please use the 
QR Code below.

Your support improves the lives of older 
adults across our continuum of care.

cmsschicago.org


